IN Europe, cases of Lyme borreliosis, tickborne encephalitis and granulocytic anaplasmosis have increased in human beings, domestic animals and wildlife, expanding their geographical ranges to much of Scandinavia and eastern Europe.
Proposed explanations include improved surveillance and diagnosis, changes in human behaviour, climate change, and increasing numbers of reservoir hosts and vectors (Heyman and others 2010 Vectors of A phagocytophilum have always been considered to be ticks in the I ricinus subgroup of hard ticks, including the sheep tick (I ricinus) in Europe, the taiga tick (Ixodes persulcatus) in Asia, the deer tick (Ixodes scapularis) in eastern North America and the western black-legged tick (Ixodes pacificus) in western North America (Brown and others 2005 
